DESIGN RATIONALE
BUILDING DESIGN

CHURCH DESIGN

A design language has developed out of optimizing unit
size, building efficiency and considerations for the shape,
orientation, and context of the site.

The slope of the site allows the building to step down to the
east, softening the edge facing the neigbour to the east.
The church is located at the highest and most prominent
point at the street corner, exactly where it currently sits.

The main entry from Marmont Street reflects the location
of the church’s existing doors. The church’s second entry is
combined with the residential front door, promoting casual
interaction between the residents and members.

This is a place of renewal, a place that serves the spiritual
needs of the community.

The Sanctuary and Multi-Purpose spaces will be flexible
spaces that can shift and change with the many functions
and services the church provides every day.

The building is designed to be as efficient as possible.
This makes as much built area as possible available to
maximize the quantity and size of the units. It uses simple
and regular shapes that stack, simplifying construction
detailing.
The S-shape breaks up the mass and length of the building
around the central residential entry core. It creates two
garden areas – a more public, northern outdoor area
around the entrance that is shared with some Church
programming, and a sunny southern garden that is more
private. The South Garden includes a play space and
garden plots for those who wish to grow food or flowers.
The staggered shape also breaks up the building’s southern
exposure, enhancing passive design capabilities for the
building to shade itself during the day.
The Residential portion of the building strives to balance
the effect of a defined ground plane and reducing the
perception of height of the building with variations in
cladding and building setbacks at the ends of the upper
levels.

The proposed building will be designed in accordance
with the Citywide Guidelines for all developments.
Outwardly unique in its form and expression, there is
a sense of the sacred here. Solid, planar walls set the
architectural rhythm apart from typical residential or
commercial facades. Strategic placement of glazing
creates peeks of light and view in the main Sanctuary
space while maintaining the ability to easily view projected
images or words.
The church is designed to be integrated with the housing
development. They are physically connected on the site
and through the building by way of shared elevators,
vestibules and parking areas.

The materiality of the church is similar but distinct from
the residential building. Elegant and understated panels
cascade down the church walls. The residential entry
element is clad in the same cascade, establishing a close
connection to the church. Layered elements in warm wood
tones with complementary greys move around the form
and around the corner, marking this place as special.

Spaces range from intimate to lively with a variety of light,
views and connections to the outdoors.

CONGREGATION’S KEYWORDS

The half-arches that line the central atrium space reflect
shape of the existing church and preserve a tangible
connection to the legacy of the congregation. They may be
salvaged glulams from the existing structure or re-created
in another material.

EXPLORING NEW HORIZONS
COMFORT
SPIRITUAL GROWTH
LIGHT CHAPEL
COMING HOME
MEDITATION
CONNECTION
LABYRINTH
SPIRIT CAMP
CONCERT
DANCE
MUSIC
WATER
NATURE
COMMUNITY

A feature tree is planned for the North Common Amenity
Garden. There is direct access to this area from a MultiPurpose room that serves as sanctuary expansion. The tree
is planted in a circular wall with benches and a circular
path.

FIBER C PANEL
CLADDING

The cladding palette is balance between a range of
neutrals with warm accents and feature elements. The mix
of dark, medium and light tones further break up the mass
and length of the building. Vertical elements that frame
sets of windows with different cladding panels connect the
top to the ground plane.
Contrasting colour panels create movement and play
across the facades that defines the middle section of the
building as distinct from the top and bottom. This play
directs the eye and modulates the pedestrian experience
of the building and the sloping grade.
This place is friendly, straightforward, and a landmark for
the neighbourhood.
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COMO LAKE UNITED CHURCH - 82716-03

10 OCTOBER 2017

8

DESIGN RATIONALE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
GROUND FLOOR/ STREETSCAPE

SUSTAINABILITY

The proposed streetscape for the BCUCC Como Lake is
in response to the surrounding context of this re-emerging
neighbourhood while maintaining the historical significance
and renewed presence of the United Church congregation
at this site. The Landscape treatment for the public realm
emphasizes the pedestrian scale and builds community
by providing easy access to garden spaces, ample bike
parking, and trees and planting for street beautification
and shading.

Sustainable measures include extensive use of recycled
materials and planting from the existing church building,
drought tolerant plantings, and a high efficiency
irrigation system. The development of the street tree and
underplanting component on King Albert Avenue is a direct
response to the desire to encourage a more amenable and
sustainable public realm.

SHADE PLANTING
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MARMONT STREET

Along King Albert Avenue, the boulevard will be replanted
with trees to provide an ample street tree canopy. This
treatment continues along Marmont Street to the lane
access; a seating area at the intersection of Marmont and
King Albert will provide respite for passers by in the shade
of these trees. At the street level entrance to the church, a
stamped concrete pattern in the paving commemorates the
presence of the Church and references the architectural
treatment of the building. Soft landscaping at the front
and sides of the building reference the liturgical colours of
the United Church and provides for seasonal interest, and
bird and pollinator habitat.

KING ALBERT AVENUE

Adjacent the front entry of the residential building is a
garden shared by the congregation and residences with
shade planting that will provide an anchor and a place for
intimate, quiet contemplation. Artefacts from the existing
church are present in the form of circular wooden and stone
benches dressed with reclaimed stone from the façade.
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Potting
table

At the southern exposure of the residential building is an
inclusive amenity space that incorporates urban agriculture
with dedicated planters for children, a bocce court,
children’s play, and open grass for unprogrammed play.

Tool
Storage

Compost
Bins
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Bike racks are installed on site at the entry to the church
building on Marmont Street and at the entry to the
residential building on King Albert Avenue.
The perimeter of the building is dressed with a generous
band of evergreen flowering shrubs, groundcover, and
climbing vines on the north façade to soften the transition
to the laneway and any exposed parkade walls.
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PLANTING FOR HABITAT AND POLLINATORS
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LITURGICAL COLOURS PICKED UP IN PLANTING,
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
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